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Housing rise in the southem Utah
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according to the Washington Coun-

Residents’ hesitancy
aside, Ivins leaders
eye affordable housing

for resort’s workforce

$2 billion Black Desert mega-
resort is about to recruit
thousands of workers, but the
city’s median housing price in
April topped $725.000.

By MARK EDDINGTON

Ivins » Nestled within the majestic shad-
ow of Red Mountain, Ivins is home to hous-
apm that are oo steep for many people

want to live i the ity nine miles nerth-
west of St. George.

The median price of 2 home sold in fvins
in April set buyers back $725,500, acconding

to the County Board ducls

Ivins hasn't had a sense of urgency about
ﬂﬂn y residents oppose higher-den-
‘Housing

Committee has been moriband over the past
several years. But that's changing now — with
the $2 billion Black Desert

R T ok
the need to build more starter homes — anoth-
er 35.000 over the next five years, to bolster
the supply and lower home

“What we need in Ivins for families to be
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In talking with homebuilders eardier this
manth, Cox was ebullient about the Leg-
islature’s recent passage of EBS72,
ables the state to use its budget surplus to re-
duce the cost of loans that builders need to
build starter homes.

The legislation created a $300 million fund
to supply builders with lower-interest loans
through their bank or credit unions, In ex-
change, builders must | zree that 60% of the
‘hames they build with the fands nmst be start-
erhomes.

Tvins officials want to add more tools to
their affordsbie housing toofbax. One option

taking
shape in Ivins and expected mm-qim mare
than 2.500 workers.
“We realize (?Lﬂ we have a drqv-’uf need to

its eight members with ©
at what Ivins can dot

Council member Sharon Gillesps

At first blush, Tvins officials’ renewed en
thusiasm for affardable housing would seem
idents who have ex-

housing For

ather rentals.
However, Gillespie doesn't see it that
122 she noted, Utsth Gor. Spencer
ﬂurdxbl« housin

th it ill explore is setting up a com-
munity land trust, which hs-,x hrm prl\~
Tower
the house. while retaining oune: —‘m( of the
land beneath it
Typically. a nonprof# or ko
owns the land, Jeases it for 99 v
how much the home can be sold for,
suring the property remains sffordble
Ivins would either need to purchase somx
land or have some land donated to the city to
set up its own kand trust ar, the city &
reft afboth land and cash from danors. thoagh
the city conld decide to fork over its own maon
ey for an affordable housing dev
officials are currently in the |
es of Jooking for land.

ﬁn.unrm hased an the pote
income to assist them in mak
payment
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HANDS FREE,
JUSTSTEPIN& GO

Introducing new Skechers Honds fFree Slip-ins”. Putting on
your shoes has never been easier. No bending over No
pulling them on. Just step inand go.

Exclusive Heel Pillow™ holds your foot securely in place!

NEVER HAVE TO TOUCH YOUR SHOES AGAIN




